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I.—Forrren Pourrics. 


Tae Sahacher, of the 27th October, says that it would not have 


been pleased if General Prendergast had been 
Burmab. appointed Commander of the British forces in 
purmah. The danger there is such that an abler Commander than 


General’ Prendergast is required. The writer is glad to hear that Sir 
frederick Roberts is going to take the command of the British forces in 
Burmah. The sooner the danger is over the better. Government has 
sommitted a great error in occupying Burmah. The present danger is the 
result of that error. The English have resolved to conquer Burmah. The 
sooner the conquest is effected the better. Indian blood and Indian 
treasure are being lavishley spent. Heaven only knows how greatly Indians 
will have to suffer for the conquest of Burmah. The writer’s appre- 
hensions are gradually increasing. : 

9. The same paper believes that the proclamation of martial law 


: in Burmah will increase the disturbances in 
_Prsiamation of martial law in that country. If martial law is proclaimed, 
urm 


those who are now on the side of the English 
as well as those who are neutral will become hostile to them. A measure 


which will increase the number of enemies should not be followed. 
8. The Bharat Basi, of the 30th October, says that it was in 


Burmah. an unlucky moment that to show his 


statesmanship Lord Dufferin recommended the 
annexation of Burmah to the English Ministry. Since the occupation of 


Burmah a large number of officials has died prematurely. It would not 
have been a matter of regret if these officials had lost their lives in battle. 
But they are dying prematurely of diseases contracted in an unhealthy 
country. Who can say how many officers and soldiers will die prematurely 
in this Burmese war? ‘There can be no doubt that Lord Dufferin is 
mainly respousible for these deaths. He entered upon this war to obtain 


praise from the Conservative party. Had the Liberals been in power, Lord 


Dufferin’s proposal for the annexation of Burmah would not have been 
accepted. Evil fruit is being every day borne by Lord Dufferin’s bad 
policy. The writer cannot bear to see that high officers and Generals of the 
Indian army should prematurely die for the occupation of an unhealthy and 
worthless country. or this reason the writer has always protested against 
the annexation of Burmah. So much blood would not have been shed 
and so many English officers would not have died if a Burmese prince 
had been set up on the throne of that country. The advisers of Government 
are recommending the proclamation of martiallaw in Burmah. It is very 
probable that martial law will be proclaimed in Burmah upon the arrival 
of Sir Frederick Roberts there. Sir Frederick Roberts showed great skill in 
laughter in Afghanistan. If 80 or 40 thousand troops are necessay for 
the maintnance of British dominion in Burmah, the English Government 
will not obtain even a farthing from its occupation. It is said that 
Burmah has been annexed for the benefit of India. Consequently India 
will have to bear the whole expenses incurred for the occupation of that 
country. The writer wishes that the Burmese difficulties should be soon at 
anend,as there are apprehensions of troubles soon arising on the North- 
Western frontier. 
4. The same paper says that India will be placed in a very danger- 
Oa ous situation if a war breaks out in Hurope. 
European yeanset in the case of a Tn that case Russia will try to create diffi- 
| culties on the North-Western frontier, If 
Turkey becomes hostile to England it is doubtful whether the Afghans, who 
are Mussulmans, will remain on her side. If Russia can succeed in inciting 
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the Afghans against England, there will be great. danger on the North. 
Western frontier. The writer desires that there should be no war. 


ScLasHa SAMACHAR 5. The Sulabha Samachdr and Kushdaha, of the 29th 0 


& Kusupama, , A . 
ag er étaaik says that it cannot understand why the 
) et English should be so much anxious for the 
possession of Burmab. It is better that a Burmese prince should rule 

over the Burmese, and should pay tribute to the British Government 

and act according to its directions. The English should not try to conquer 


new countries, but to effect the improvement of those which they a 
already acquired. 


6. The Sanjtvani, of the 80th October, says that though Burmah 


Canin a trieniil has been annexed to the British Empire, 


and though there is no hope of its deliverance 
yet the British occupation of that country will cost much money and man 


lives. The Burmese-war was extremely unjust, and perhaps the English 
are being punished for their injustice by Providence. Much money and 
many lives may yet be saved if the country is given to a native prince, 
But this advice will not be palatable to Government at present. 

Daltik, 


bok tha 7. Referring to the formation of a flying column in Burmah, and 
Commissariat arrangements for the arrangements that have been made for the 
Burmah. Commissariat there, the wWDaintk, of the 
dist October, requests Government to make better arrangements for the 
Commissariat inasmuch as a large sum of money will have to be spent there, 
It suggests that competent men should be brought from the North-Western 
Provinces, and the Commissariat officers in Burmah should be sent there. 
The Burmah Commissariat is subordinate to that of Madras, but it will be 
better to bring it under the Bengal Presidency. Major Patch is a very con- 
petent man, and Government will do well to appoint him as Oowmissary- 
General for Burmah. The writer has no faith in the officers of the 
Burmah Commissariat Department. He is surprised to hear that there 
is no Bill Register in the Burmah Commissariat office. This is sufficient to 


show how satisfactorily the work of the office is being performed. 
re 


oi ta ae 8. The Ananda Bazar Pairika, of the 1st November, says that 
spiny ; The combination against England the flame that was kindled in Bulgaria 


to drive her out of Egypt. has’ probably been extinguished. Owing to 


this Russia has become victorious, and England is likely to be 
greatly injured. At the commencement of the Bulgarian disturbances 
England thought that Germany, Austria,and Turkey would combine to 
drive Russia out of Bulgaria. But it has now been settled that the 
Powers will agree to any arrangement about Bulgaria that may be made by 
Russia in accordance with the Berlin treaty. The main object of all the 
movements of Russia is to cause trouble to England. Russia may attain 
this object if a war breaks out in Egypt or in Bulgaria. But Russia has 
tried to prevent a war In Bulgaria, as Bulgaria is closely allied with many 
European Powers. Russia’s attempt will probably be partially successful. 
British influence in Egypt is greatly necessary for England. For this reason 
England spent much blood and treasure on account of Rgypt, and has 
undertaken the administration of Egypt for two years for the present. 
This term of two years will soon expire, and France is trying to drive 
England out of Egypt as soon as this term expires. Some time ago 
rumours were afloat that Turkey, France and Russia had combined for 
driving England out of Egypt. This rumour appears to be true from the 
facts that have since come to light. As Russia can now do what she 
pleases in Bulgaria, she can now turn her attention to Egypt. It has now 
become known that Turkey is forsaking England and joining Russia. Tne 
enmity between France and Germany raised hopes in the mind of England 
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that Germany would not allow of an alliance between France and Russia. 
But Germany will not object to an alliance between France and Russia on 
the Egyptian question. The combination of Turkey, France, and German 
has ind England with despair. She has become so much alarmed that she 
iseager tO make an alliance with Russia, to which she was so hostile. But 
Zogland knows that there is no hope of an alliance with Russia. Sngland 
now intends to blow up the Suez Canal, and to come to India by doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope. England so much despairs of the maintenance 
of her influence in Egypt that she is making arrangements for the strengthen- 
ing of the English fortress at the Cape. England knows that the pro- 
posed passage to India is more unsafe than the present passage. But 
communication with India by that passage will be ultimately beneficial to Eng- 
land. If she is obliged to come to India by that passage, England will be 
obliged to benefit India. If the English have to come to India by doubling 
the Cape of Good Hope, so many Englishmen will not be able to come 
to India, and that will be beneficial to India. in that case the prices of 
English goods will also rise, and that will develop Indian manufactures. 
Government will not also be able in that case to bring troops to India at 
a moment’s notice, and that will compel her to depend ina great’ measure 
upon Indians. | | 
9. Tne same paper says that Lord Dufferin has been for some time  asawna Bazar 
past more anxious than before for establishing , ¢ on scar 
British dominion in Burmah. Fresh quarrels § | 
with Russia in connection with the settlement of the Afghan boundary and 
the hostility displayed by French papers towards England made Lord 
Dufferin rather uneasy. From the course affairs were taking Lord Dufferin 
thought that a war with Russia on the Afghan frontier was imminent, and 
that if France became hostile she could easily assist the Burmese from 
Tonquin. For this reason he sent General Macpherson to restore order 
in Burmah. The English Government has sustained a great loss by the 
death of General Macpherson. It is doubtful whether there is another 
such accomplished General in the Indian army. There is some 
similarity between the disturbances in Burmah and the war in the Soudan. 
Many persons apprehend that the English will be placed in a perilous 
situation in Burmah as in the Soudan. As the English sustained a heavy 
loss in the Soudan war by the death of General Gordon, so they have 
sustained a loss in the Burmese war by the death of General Macpherson. 
The writer says that many persons are alarmed at the death of General 
_ Macpherson, and think that able Generals like General Macpherson and 
Sir Frederick Roberts should not be sent to Burmah. If, God forbid, 
Sir Frederick Roberts should die prematurely like General Macpherson, the 
loss will be irreparable. Ignorant people believe that General Macpherson 
has not died of fever, but has been killed by the Shans and that the English 
Government has concealed the fact lest by the publication thereof the 
English Government should be injured. The above belief is ridiculous. 
But natives cannot be blamed for the spread of this rumour when 
Government has concealed so many things in connection with the dis- 
turbances in Burmah, and so many disclosures have been made by the 
correspondent of the Zimes. Tne authorities now see that Burmah is not 
to be easily conquered. They are now trying to establish British dominion 
in Burmah peacefully by making friends with - the influential men living 
in Bhamo. They are now willing to establish influence over the Burmese 
by sweet. words and payment of money. 
l0. The Dainik, of the lst November, says that the affairs a penne . poe 
' are assuming a very grave aspect. It is ‘™ '™ 
‘aasnalion of: Desmias shocking to Aa haven of the slaughter 


Burmah. 
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aie wy 


DaINIK, 
Nov. Ist, 1886. 


Cuarvu VARTA, 
Nov. Ist, 1888. 


DaINIK, 
Nov. 2nd, 1886. 


of establishing peace in the country; but it is their advent there 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Oct, 26th, 18866. 


( 1188 ) 


which is being perpetrated. The English went to Burmah on the pretext 


which 
has thrown the whole country into disorder. Everyone has now been able 


to understand the object of the English in annexing Barmah. The regret 
is that poor Indians are going to be ruined by being required to meet the 
cost of the war. When will God save Indians from this territorial greed 
of the English ? 

11. The same paper says that the English are anxious for a treat 

Treaty between China and Eng- With China, both because they are afraid 

land. of losing their newly-acquired territories ip 
Burmah, and also because it may afford them an opportunity of extendin 
their commerce in Thibet. The English have been trying for a Joy 
time past to extend their trade in China; but the Llama is not to be easily 
imposed upon. All the endeavours of the English have proved fruitless. 
China has great influence in Thibet, and the English are therefore trying to 
attain their long-cherished object through the medium of China, The 
treaty which has been concluded between England and China does not 
afford grounds for believing that the English will be able to extend their 
commerce in Thibet. 

12. The Charu Vartd, of the lst November, says that the Burmese 
have been deprived of their liberty only 

lately, and that therefore they have not been 

able to forget its taste. Burmah has been conquered, but its people have 
not been subdued. After the death of General Macpherson, General 
Roberts is proceeding to Burmah. It was alleged that the Burmese war 
was 8 petty war; then what is the necessity of sending General Roberts 
to Burmah? The writer suspects that something serious has happened in 
Burmah. It is better to leave the country in the hands of a native prince, 
and to evacuate it at once. , : 

18. The Duinik, of the 2nd November, says that the Myengoon 
Prince will not be an unworthy ruler for 


Burmah. Peace may be speedily established 
in the country if the Burmese receive him for their ruler. The Burmese 


will cheerfully receive a representative of the Alompra family, to which 
they are so much attached. If this be done, there will be no dacoity in the 
country, nor any necessity forsending arms and ammunition. But the English 
will not restore the country to a native prince. They are ready to incur 


any trouble and expense for the possession of the country, but they will not 
leave it unless forcibly repulsed. 


British Burmah. 


Prince Myengoon of Burmah. 


' [L.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


14, The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 26th October, apprehends injury to the 

Mr. Newbery, the Magistrate of British Government from the acts of oppression 
aa la of which Mr. Newbery, the District Magistrate 
of Rungpore, and Mr. Shuttleworth, the Assistant Police Superintendent, 
have been guilty. If those who are entrusted with the administration of the 


- country should conduct themselves in this way, who will maintain peace in 


the country ? The whole country rose against Surajuddowla for his oppression 
of some individuals, and this caused his ruin. No one will be able to 
remain silent if Government, which has saved the people from the hands 
of that tyrant, should cause them to be oppressed by a hundred 


tyrants. If Government does not punish these oppressors, who. can 88y 
what evil results may follow ? 
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15. The Ananda Bazar Pairikd, of the 1st November, says that the 


: Rungpore deer case illustrates how the officials 
err abuse their immense powers for punishing 
natives. The case also shows that when anger makes the officials blind 


they do not scruple to get even respectable native ladies into trouble in 
a base and malicious spirit. 


16. The Charu Varia, of the 1st November, is surprised at the 
The conduct of Mr. Newbery in conduct of Mr. Newbery, the District 
qeaetien WE She Yee Magistrate of Rungpore, in connection with 
the Dance case. It is a credit to British rule that it has established 
peace throughout the country. But conduct such as that of Mr. Newbery 
on this occasion 1s sure to tarnish that fame. ‘To prevent miscarriage of 
justice it is necessary that the Judges should not lose their temper in 
deciding a case. If Government does not teach a good lesson to Magis- 
trates like Mr. Newbery, evil results may possibly follow. 


17. The same paper says that the conduct of Mr. Shuttleworth, the 

‘es Cities tak Gan Assistant Police Superintendent of Kung- 
iit pore, in connection with the deer case will 

give a clear idea of how the police officers are easily offended, and what evils 
may follow from their displeasure. Rungpore has become a scene of oppres- 
sion. Mr. Shuttleworth’s asking for the loan of an elephant, shooting the 
. deer, prosecution of the dewan, dismissal of the case, institution of a criminal 
case against a respectable Hindu lady, the dismissal of that case, prosecu- 
tion of the witness for perjury, and the Deputy Magistrate’s abruptly 
leaving the court are all facts illustrating the oppressive character 
of the police. It should also be noticed that Mr. Newbery, on the 
pretext of seeing the Deputy Magistrate on the eve of his going on 
a mofussil tour, came to the Deputy Magistrate, who was then trying 
the deer case, and talked with him. The writer strongly urges on Govern- 


ment the necessity of punishing these unbridled officials, otherwise evil 
results will follow. 


18. The Datnik, of the 3rd November, says oat there is pk nee 

; for the safe custody of the property which is 

Penne Sey eee a attached under 4 lanes of the Calcutta 

Small Cause Court. The properties attached are exposed to the 

sun and rains, and much damage is caused for this reason. Govern- 

ment sanctioned Rs. 1,500 for constructing a godown for the safe 

custody of such attached property, but nothing bas as yet been done 

in this matter. In the interests of the public, the writer requests Govern- 
ment to speedily construct such a godown. 


(d)— Education. 


19. The Bhdratbds?, of the 30th nage pone that the salaries 
ie bee ee of the officers in the Lower Grade of the 
Service a ree Al M eng Education Department are very low. The 

pper Educational Service. salaries of officers in the Higher Grade of the 
Department are not inadequate. The writer would only remark, with 
reference to the salaries in the Higher Grade, that no distinction should 
€ made between Europeans and natives in the matter of salary, 
onthe ground that the expenses of the latter are less than those of 
the former. The expenses of natives are rather larger than less 
than those of Europeans. Those natives who are promoted from the 
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highest grade of the Subordinate Service to the higher Service are 
some years at least losers from a pecuniary point of view. The salary of 
officers in the highest grade of the Subordinate Service is Rs, 509. 
but salary for natives in the lowest grade of the higher Service is joss 
than that sum. Ifa man has to retire on pension after his promotion to 
the higher department, he bas to be a loser during the whole of his if, 
This distinction in the matter of salary should soon be removed. ff, 
aduate enters the Subordinate Judicial Service, he at once obtains a salary 
of Rs. 150, and may expect to obtain a salary of Rs. 1,000 in time. ff, 
graduate enters the Subordinate Executive Service, he at once obtains a 
salary of Re. 200, and may expect to obtain in time a salary of Rs, 800. 
but if a graduate enters the Subordinate Educational Service, he will have 
to enter on Rs. 75, and can never expect to obtain more than Rs. 500. But 
promotion in the Education Department comes so slowly that a man cannot 
rise to the highest grade even by spending all his life in the department. 
Munsifs and Deputy Magistrates when they rise to a higher grade at once 
obtain a large increment. But when an educational officer rises to a higher 
ade he obtains small annual increments, and takes some years in obtaining 
the highest salary of the grade. Why should a graduate work hard on 
Rs. 75? He will either neglect his duties, or adopt a more lucrative profes- 
sion. Men like the late Baboo Peary Churn Sircar or Pundit Isvarchandra 
Vidyasagar are now seldom found inthe Education Department. This 
is simply due to want of encouragement. Under the present arrange- 
ments about salaries and promotion, men cannot attend to their duties with 
their whole heart. Unless Government raises the salaries of the officers in 
the Subordinate Educational Service, and unless the officers therein are 
at once allowed the highest salary of the grade to which they may be 
promoted, the department will deteriorate day by day. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Som Paanass, 20. The Som Prakash, of the 1st November, says that desirable 
rn : results have not been produced by the Ghee 
a esitergrion Of ghoe and the Celene Act. There is no lack of adulterated ghee. 
If shop-keepers are to be prosecuted for 
selling adulterated ghee, probably all confectioners, grocers, and sellers of 
ghee will be convicted. If the Calcutta Municipality analyses the ghee sold in 
every shop, the evil may be remedied. People’s suspicion about the adultera- 
tion of ghee has not yet been removed. If all offending shop-keepers are 
not prosecuted and punished the evil will not be remedied. 
ae 21. A correspondent of the Dainik, of the 4th November, complains 
ee Baboo Bhaba Nath Banerjee, the Of the incompetency of Baboo Bhaba Nath 
Cooieen of the Teh eeenpre Banerjee, the Chairman of the South 
—— Barrackpore Municipality. No improvements 
have been made in the municipality since his appointment. The Chairman 
is a great advocate of the contract system, but the contractors, who have been 
engaged by him, are utterly incompetent to perform their business, and the 
works are therefore being done very unsatisfactorily. It admits of no doubt 
that the inhabitants enjoyed more convenience formerly than at present. 
Had Mr. Hopkinson been Chairman, business would never have been 
managed in this way. A sum of sixty-seven rupees is spent every month by 
the Chairman as carriage-hire for inspection of the town; but no good to the 
municipality results from these inspections. As the income of the muni- 
cipality is very small, great economy should be observed in spending money. 
The Chairman has incurred the displeasure of the rate-payers by keeping 
the superintendence of his own village in his own hands, and ‘ taking 
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Rs. 400 from the municipal fund for repairing the roads of that — village. 
There is a Commissioner for the village, who has not been entrusted with this 
duty, An agitation is going on about the conduct of the present 
tax dagorah. If the work of the municipality goes on in this way, the 


Local Self-Government system, instead of doing any good, will be a source 
of oppression to the country. 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


92. The Sahachar, of the 27th October, says that the Guard Snelling 
sheila was fined on a former occasion Rs. 70. It 
eT is not to be expected that the man who has 
not come to his senses after paying a fine of Rs. 70 will come to his senses 
after paying a fine of Rs. 100. The writer does not find fault with the 
Magistrate, who acted according tolaw. He thanks the railway authorities 
who have shown no partiality for colour in Snelling’s case, but the writer 
must say that Snelling has not been adequately punished for his offence. 
It may be easily imagined with what object the Guard entered the female 
compartment. The Guard, who is to protect the passengers, attempted to 
outrage the modesty of-a woman, if not to violate her. He is not, again, 
anew offender. He wason a former occasion convicted of an offence 
and punished. Still he has not been dismissed. By not dismissing him 
the railway authorities have laid themselves open to blame. Is not 
such conduct calculated to awaken doubts about people’s safety in railway 
carriages 
23. The Dazntk, of the 1st November, says that, while it cannot be 


tis Gheiniiet Ratha. denied that the Tarkeswar Railway has proved 


to be a source of great convenience to the 
public, it must be admitted that many things yet remain to be done in con- 


nection with this line. There are no good roads leading to the stations 
on the line. On account of this inconvenience many passengers can- 
notcome to the stations. About 800 passengers come daily from the 
Haripal station, but there being no road leading to it passengers feel great 
inconvenience. A road should be _ constructed from MHaripal to 
Bhanderhati. 

24. The Charu Vartd, of the lst November, says that much incon- 
aa ia ao. ft venience has been caused to the passengers 
: ee on the Goalundo railway by the breach 
in the line still remaining unrepaired. For facilitating the conveyance of 
goods the station has been removed about five miles westward; but it is 
very unsafe to keep boats at that place. The passengers had never to suffer 
sO much inconvenience at the time when the line was under the Company. 


Does Bot Government think it worth its while to direct attention to the 
matter : 


(h)— General. 


25. In noticing the Resolution of Government appointing the Public 

Ts tedite Sect, ca - Service Commission, the Dacca Prakash, 
plies of the 26th October, says that Government 

sometimes raises hopes in the minds of the people by appointing commis- 
sions, but such hopes are always followed by disappointments. In a majority 
of cases in which Government has tried td benefit the people an opposite 
result has followed. The cause of this is that Government attaches 
no value to the opinion of the natives, and tries to benefit them 
Y means of Commissions composed of foreigners. The chief object of 
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Government is to promote the interest of the Englishmen. 
ment attends to the interests of natives only when they 
mixed up with those of Anglo-Indians that both can be served 
same act. From the constitution of commissions, the manner in which the 
work, and the way in which their recommendations are accepted and acted 
upon by Government, it appears that Government is solely actuated by 
selfish motives when it appoints them. It has perhaps occurred ty 
Lord Dofferin, that unless some alterations be made in the constitution of 
the Civil Service, Government will be discredited by impartial men, but that 
if something to that end can be done in India, no one will pe 
able to blame it. Only one or two candidates will be found t 
compete under the existing arrangements but there is no evidence t, 
show that they will be competent to perform their duties satisfactorily, Tt 
admits of no doubt that the present arrangements for admission into the Ciyj] 
Service are not at all liked by natives. If Government wishes to act according 
to the opinion of the people it should either raise the standard of age or make 
provisions for holding the examination in India, and give educated 
natives equal privileges with Englishmen. There was no need of — 
appointing a Commission, for Government is already aware of all this, The 
object of Government in appointing the Commissior is probably to deprive 
the natives of any advantages which they might possibly obtain through 
the interference of impartial men in England; or there may be some other 
object in view. Sir Charles Aitchison is the President of the present 
Commission, and there is nothing in its constitution to fill natives with 
despair still the writer has grave doubts as to whether Government will act 
impartially in this connection. _ 

Pag ogg 26. The Sahachar, of — th oe says smog —" will never 

8 kane eee | nee obtain what they want. e writer wants 

ee that natives Pease / have influence. in India; 

that they should be appointed to all administrative posts; that they should 
enjoy privileges ; that India should be governed for the benefit of Indians; 
that the Civil Service should be deprived of its absolute authority : but 
these desires will not be fulfilled, and India will continue to be governed 
as at present, regard being had to the interests of English merchants. 
Indians have no hope. What can be a matter of deeper regret than that 
the English will. not give what 250 millions of Indians want ? The Civil 
Service Commission has been appointed to consider the subject of the 
admission of natives into the Civil Service; but arrangements are being 
made for preventing the admission of natives into that Service. The 
Covenanted Civil Service will be reserved for Englishmen, and the Native 
Civil Service will be thrown open to natives. A Commission has been ap- 
pointed for making this arrangement. Natives are not satisfied with the Statu- 
tory Civil Service created by Lord Lytion. The dissatisfaction of 20 to ~d 
millions of subject-people is not a light matter. The educated community 
leads the people in all countries. The English Government has understood 
that the educated community of India is dissatisfied with the Statutory 
Civil Service. The Indian Viceroys have communicated this fact to the 
Home Government, which bas directed the appointment of a Commission for 
satisfying the educated community of India by improving the Native Civil 
Service. But the writer sees clearly that the dissatisfaction of the people 
will not be removed by such imperfect measures. Indians will not be 
satisfied if there be two kinds of Civil Service in India. Because the — 
English Government does not’ make good its promises, dissatisfaction 18 
gradually increasing in India. Lord Lytton has said in a secret memoran- 
dum that because there will be difficulty in maintaining British dominion 
if the promises made to Indians are fulfilled they have always been duped. 
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Indians understand that they are being duped in this manner. Because 
Indians are loyal no serious mischief is caused by their dissatisfaction. Not- 
withstanding this, should not the English Government act cautiously ? 
Dissatisfaction 18 gradually increasing because able Indians are not 
appointed to high posts. Hopes of the appointment of able Indians 
to high posts have always been held out. Nor do those hopes remain com- 
pletely unfulfilled. But the people can never be satisfied when the hopes 
held out to them have been fulfilled in a very small measure. In 1858, the 
Queen promised to appoint Indians to all posts for which they might 
he fit without the distinction of race, creed or colour. Indians were at 
first surprised, then alarmed, and ultimately filled with despair on seeing 
that the Queen’s promise was not kept. The lowering of the standard 
of age for the Civil Service Examination to 19 years had the effect 
of preventing the admission of natives into it. The Civil Service will 
now be indirectly closed to natives. There is no hope of the good of 
Indians. 

27. The same paper is convinced that, so long as the system of Indian 
administration is not reformed, Indians will 
not obtain as much happiness as they desire. 
The writer does not expect that the English will soon introduce the system 
of self-government into India. But for this reason he does not altogether 
despair of the introduction of self-government. The self-government 
system is being introduced in all other countries. The efforts of the Irish nation 
for securing the right of self-government will soon be crowned with success. 
What will have to be given to the Irish will have to be given in time to 
Indians, who are British subjects like the former. For this reason Indians 
should take interest in the introduction of the system of self-government into 
Jreland. Many Englishmen still believe that the despotic system of Gov- 
ernment is necessary for the maintenance of British rule in India. They 
think that Indians do not appreciate the system of self-government. These 
Englishmen probably do not know that human nature is the same in every 
part of the world. The system of self-government existed in India before 
British rule. Indians want that the English Government should re-introduce 
the system which it has abolished. What Indians want will have to be 
granted to them. ‘The sooner their just right is given to Indians the better 
for Government as well as for them. Indians will obtain in time the system 
of self-government in tie form in which it exists in the colonies. It is 
an error on the part of Anglo-Indians to think tbat their privileges will be 
destroyed if Indians obtain the right of self-government. The opposition 
of Anglo-Indians to the demand of natives for self-government is making 
their disgrace the deeper. Anglo-Indians should support the demand of 
Indians for self-government. They will have to support it in future. The 
condition of India will not always remain the same. 

28. The same paper says that the expenditure of Bengal is not 

Reduction of the exponditure of Capable of reduction. It should be increased. 
Bengal. Sir Ashley Eden repeatedly said, and Sir 
Rivers Thompson also has repeatedly said, that the expenditure of Bengal 
should be increased. Because the expenditure has nut been increased, 
desirable reforms cannot be made in the Executive and Judicial Depart- 
ments of the province. For the same reason also reforms cannot be made in 
the Police Department. Sir Rivers Thompson has entitled himself to the 
gratitude of the whole people of Bengal for his protest against the reduction 
of expenditure. He will entitle himself to greater gratitude if he 
protests against the proposals made by the Retrenchment Committee for the 
reduction of expenditure. While the annual income of Bengal is 20 crores 
of rupees, its annual expenditure does not amount even to 10 crores of 
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rupees. When Bengalis think that more than 10 crores of the income of 
Bengal are being spent for the benefit of other provinces while desirabje 
reforms cannot be introduced into the administration of Bengal for want of 
funds, their hearts break. Had Lord Mayo's scheme for the decentra- 
lization of the finances been developed, this difficulty would not have been 
felt by the Bengal Government. The writer does not hope for the com. 
ae independence of the Local Government. He will be satisfied if only g 
ittle more freedom is allowed to Local Governments in financial matters, | 
Why should the condition of other provinces be improved by the expenditure 

of funds belonging to Bengal? In Bengal, which is more completely an 
agricultural country than any other country in the world, an agricultural schoo} 
has not hitherto been established for want of funds. For the same reason a 
veterinary school has not yet been established in Bengal for teaching the treat. 
ment of cattle, which are essential to agriculture. Because the people of all 
the other provinces are haughty they are to be pleased by the expenditure of 
the money of Bengal. Though Government makes an annual profit of 35 
lakhs of rupees in the Judicial Department of Bengal, the condition of that 
Department is not being improved tothe extent which one could wish for, 
An increase in the number of Subordinate Judges is necessary for satisfac- 
tory administration of justice. The condition of the amlah of courtsis 
miserable. Because the salaries of the amlah are not adequate, corruption 
prevails among them to a very large extent. The condition of the police 
is worse still. Because educated men cannot be appointed to the Police 
Department for want of funds, police officers are corrupt and oppressive. 
The condition of the Medical Department is worse even than that of the 
Police. What can be more lamentable than that men who have 
passed the medical examination after five years’ study after their pass- 
ing the First Arts examination should enter the service ona salary of 
Rs. 100 only? In order to spread technical education Government will have 
to reduce the present insufficient expenditure for high education. Roads 
cannot be constructed for want of funds. The writer is sure that Sir 


Rivers Thompson will protest against the proposals of the Retrenchment 


Committee for the reduction of expenditure. But his protest will not 
be heeded. 


29. The same paper says that Sir Charles Aitchison, who has been 


a tied Miles Mahala appointed Chairman of the Civil Service 
Commission, and Sir Charles Turner, the late 
Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, who has been appointed as one 


of its members both command the reverence of Indians. The writer eagerly 
waits to see how the other members of the Commission are selected. 


80. The Silchar, of the 24th October, says that it is now admitted 


* * has 
Wie sith Wisi hiaaticees on all hands. that war with Russia 


become inevitable. The preparations which 
Government have made will be inadequate for the purpose of resisting 


the overwhelming force of Russia. Notwithstanding the repeated 
courtesies which the British Government have shown to Russia, she 
is advancing steadily towards India; and this shows how confident 
Russia is in her own strength. If Russia takes possession of India, 
more injury will be done to India than to England. It is only for 
20 or 25 years that India has been enjoying peace; and if any revolution 
should take place now, the country would again be thrown into disorder. 
The strength of a country is to be measured by the number of its soldiers. 
Considered in this respect, England is much weaker than Rassia. Govert- 


ment has made a great mistake in not trusting Bengalis, There is no cause 
of apprehending any immediate danger from them. 
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$1. The Education Gazette, of the 29th October, says that Persian ">vcstox Gazerrr 
ee eee and Arabic have ceased to be court 
Resole the admission of Maho- languages; but Mahomedans show greater 
megane in the public service. zeal in studying those languages than in 
: studying Foglish, and those who wish to 
make money now-a-days should study English, and the Hindus have diligently 
applied themselves to its study. This is the cause of the difference as 
regards employment in the public service between the two races. But the 
writer says that this difference is now going to disappear. : 
32, The Bhdrathdsi, of the 80th October, recommends that Syud  Baanar Basi, 
gyud Amir Aliasa member of the Amir Ali should be selected from among °* % 1%. 
Civil Service Commission. Mussulmans as a member of the Civil Service 
Commission. — 
83. The same paper says that it is necessary that competent witnesses © Baanar Bast. 
Witnesses for giving evidence before Should give evidence before the Civil Service 
the Civil Service Commision. Commission. Natives should not depend 
upon those wituesses alone who will be summoned by Government. Those 
who know anything about the subject of the Commission’s enquiry should 
come forward of their own accord to give evidence. The Political Associa- 
tions should make arrangements for sepding competent men to give evidence 
before the Commission. 
34, The same paper is astonished to hear that the Lieutenant- '#*4t 34. 
Appointment of members for the Governor has determined to send Mr. Beames 
Civil Bervice Commission. to the Civil Service Commission as the re- 
presentative of Bengal. It is said that the nomination has been sent to the 
Viceroy. Sir Rivers Thompson has shown so much favour to the people 
since his appointment as Lieuténant-Governor that it would have been 
unbecoming in him not to have nominated an anti-native Englishman like 
Mr. Beames. If the Commission is composed of men like Mr. Beames, 
itis easy to imagine what good will be derived from it. The writer 
hopes that the rumour is false. He will be glad if either Mr. Cotton, 
or Mr. Beveridge, or Mr. Reynolds is sent as representative of Bengal to the 
Commission. The writer recommends that Mr. Justice Romesh Chunder 
Mitter should be appointed asa native member of the Commission. He 
enjoys the confidence and commands the reverence of all sections of the 
community. Government also may repose entire confidence in him. If 
Government refuses to appoint Mr. Justice Mitter as a member of the Com- 
mission on the ground of economy, the writer will understand that Govern- 
ment refuses to do so, not from economical considerations, but for excluding 
able natives from the Commission. It issure thyt Government has no regard ~ 
foreconomy. If Mr. Justice Mitter cannot be appointed a member of the ~ 
Commissiun on the ground of economy, how was Mr. Justice Cuoningham 
appointed to so many Commissions? Referring to the rumour that Mr. 
Justice Wilson will be appointed a member of the Commission, the 
writer says that he has doubts as to whether Mr. Justice Wilson, though 
a very able man, is fit for the work. Either Sir John Phear, or Sir Charles 
Turner, or Mr. Markley, should be appointed to the Commission. They 
will not refuse to sit on the Commission. If they refuse to do so, 
Mr. Justice Norris should be appointed to it. Whatever faults 
Mr. Justice Norris may have, he is thoroughly fit to be appointed to the 
Commission. 


35. Thesame paper has a communicated article, the writer of which 

i says that Government should grant the prayer 

Hind ay jinto the late fights between of g meeting of the Hindu inhabitants of Delhi 
an uss 18. ; ° . 

; for an enquiry into the late riots. If Govern- 

ment does not adequately punish the guilty after enquiry, it will bring 


Sansivawil, 
Oct. 80th, 1886. 


( 1196 ) 


discredit upon itself. The English Government is anxious to allow r}:. 
ious liberty to all races. Mussulmans did great wrong in op osing this 
onest wish of Government. The writer knows that respectable 
are sorry for this. It is the lower classes of Mussulmans that disturb the 
peace in this way, and every respectable Mussulman will be glad to see them — 
punished. The writer hopes that the respectable Mussulmans of Etawah 
and Delhi will assist Government in bringing the offenders to justice. Those 
officials also to whose negligence the riots are due should be adequately 
punished. Steps should be taken to prevent the recurrence of such things — 
in future. | : 

36. In describing child-life in tea-gardens, the Sanjtvani, of the 
30th October, says that when adult life ip 
tea gardens is exposed to considerable risk, 
and when the rate of mortality among the adult labourers is so shockingly 
excessive, it admits of no doubt that child-life, which requires tender 
care and nursing, should be exposed to even greater risk. Thus it will be 
found that in 1884 the death-rate among the children in tea-gardens had 
risen from 39°7 to 44 per mille. While the death-rate has thus increased, 
the number of births has gradually fallen off since 1382. 

It does not appear that Government has directed its attention to this 
serious problem. In the Emigration Report for 1884, Government notices 
the frightful rate of mortality among the children of the tea-labourers 
in the following words:—‘* Neglect on the part of the women, who are 
unable to do their daily task, and at the same time look after their children, 
and who cannot afford to do no work and stay at home, accounts in a great 
measure for the high mortality among children.” From the tenour of 
the writing it appears that Government assumes that this high rate of 
mortality is a necessary consequence of garden life from which there is 
no means of escape. If this is a necessary condition of garden life, as 
Government says, why is it that the coolies are not made acquainted with it 
before they sign the contract and go to the gardens? The dreadful 
miseries of their lives would not have evoked so much sympathy if they 
had consented to go to the gardens with the full kaowledge of the con- 
ditions of the garden life. In order to give an idea of the extremely 
precarious state of child-life in tea-gardens, the writer quotes a remark 
of Dr. Gray, the Senior Medical Officer of the Jorehat tea-garden, which 
is admitted to be one of the exceptionally healthy gardens. Dr. Gray says 
that the high rate of mortality among the coolies is chiefly to be attri- 
buted to an epidemic of typho-malarial fever, which rages mainly 
during the months of August, September, October, and November. If 
this be the condition of child-life in one of the exceptionally healthy 
gardens, the risks to which the children are exposed in unhealthy 
gardens can be best imagined. Dr. Gray has further said that in 
July, when the plucking of the tea-leaves commences, the women 
are pressed to work from morning till late in the evening, and that 
no means are left untried to get as much work from them as they can 

possibly do. There is therefore no one at home to take care of the children, 
and to see whether they live or die. The following explanation of tne 
unusually high mortality among the children in 1884, which the Civil 
Surgeon and Inspector of the Shisha tea-garden in Dibrugarh gave 10 
order to prove the innocence of the authorities of the garden, is sufficient 
to show what sort of men the tea-planters generally are :—‘ For neither 
of these (the large number of deaths among the infants and children and on 
outbreak of cholera) can, I think, the garden be blamed. ‘The conditions 
of child-life on a tea-garden are altogether so unfavourable that the wonder 
is how many children succeed in passing children stage. A coolie woman 
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gets a variable amount of leave for her confinement. After that, if the 
‘nfant is not strangled at birth, she must either take it out with ber to her 
work, or leave it behind, with no one to look after it. In the former case, 
tied to its mother’s back, or left in the nearest drain, it is exposed to the 
extremes of heat and cold, to wind and to rain; in the latter, the child gets 
half-statved, and so paves its way to a death from some bowel-disorder, or 
succeeds in cutting short its career by a fall or a roll into the open fire. So 
alive are coolie women to these facts that, to avoid the trouble of bringin 

ap their children under such circumstances, abortion is frequently resorted 
to, and dais who produce it often make their business a profitable one.” 
Now it is easy to understand why the number of births among the coolies 
‘30 small. It is surprising to see that the Christian Government of India 
is sitting idle after being made acquainted with these facts. Is it not incum- 


bent upon Government to enquire into the causes of these evils, and to try 
to prevent their recurrence ? 


37. The Bangabdsi, of the 30th October, says that the English 


ion | people were very giad at the recent exhibi- 
ee tion of valuable articles taken from Burmah in 
England. The helpless Burmese have lost their property, and will receive 


no value for it in return, because they have incurred the displeasure of the 
English soldiers in Burmah. But the English will not be able to deal with 
any other nation in this way. France has claimed compensation for the loss 
caused to her merchants on account of the late Burmese war. The Govern- 
ment of India has been alarmed at this, and has written to the Secretary of 


State for his decision in the matter. The writer believes that Government 
will have to concede the claim of France. 


88. The same paper says that the English are ready to introduce 


iis any system which is calculated to injure the 

aur roan esie a baieesits of the natives, but they oe reluc- 
tant to introduce any measure which will do them good. If the natives 
ask for the introduction of the representative system into India, Government 
refuses to grant it, saying that they have not as yet been able to appreciate 
its value. Government does not wish tointroduce the self-government 
system into India because it goes against the interests of the English. It 
will thus be seen that any English system which may promote the interests 
of natives will not be introduced into India. 


When the English first came to India as merchants they introduced 
English laws and the English Civil Service system. They have changed 
Hindu and Mahomedan laws, and introduced a system of laws which is 
prevalent in their own country. This has given them an opportunity of 
bringing an overwhelming number of English officials to this country, while 
the natives have been made to starve for want of employment. But when 
English education spread in the country, and the competitive examination 
system was introduced, the eyes of the natives were opened. The English 
saw thatit became difficult for them to keep up their monopoly of all the high 
posts under Government. The Sepoy war, which occurred at this time, 
opened the eyes of English politicians. The whole blame was made to rest 
on the shoulders of the Company, from whose hands the country passed under 
the direct Government of Her Majesty, and it was declared that honours 
and offices would thenceforth be equally open to all classes of people without 

istinction of race, colour, or creed. But the natives gained nothing by this 
proclamation of Her Majesty. Their condition has after the proclamation 
een the same as it was before. The only thing that has since been done has 
een the institution of the Civil Service examination system at the cost of 
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India, in which native candidates have been allowed to compete. 
examination is held in England, and he who wishes to compete jn 


But this 
: t 
lose his caste, and thereby to be separated from his father, mother, hone 


relatives. The result has been that a few native gentlemen who tony poy 
eted for the Civil Service examination have become thoroughly Europeanizea 

he natives cannot be satisfied with this. What they want is that they should 

be allowed to hold high posts under Government without any prejudice 
to their religion or caste. The English, on the other band, could not bear the _ 
idea that natives should become ‘successful in competition with them, and 
they therefore raised a clamour, which has resulted in--the. reduction of 
the standard of age from 21 to 19 years. By this the natives have in aq 
manner been excluded from the examination. Nothing has been done to 
remove the discontent of the natives. They want to be appointed to 

high posts without losing their caste. Has anything been done in tha 
direction P 
39. The same paper says that by instituting the Statutory Civil Service 


rete examination Government tried to kill two 
st cis hes oath birds at one shot. Its object was to remove 
the discontent of the natives, and at the same time to keep the prestige of 


the Anglo-Indian officials intact. Three or four native gentlemen are 
being annually admitted into the Native Civil Service examination: 
and this, instead of removing the discontent, has increased it. The 
Government of India has perceived this, and has therefore appointed the 
present Civil Service Commission, with Sir Charles Aitchison for its Presi- 
dent. As to the constitution of the Commission, it has been settled that 
there will be only four native members appointed against 11 European 
members. It is true that in the Resolution appointing the Commission Lord 
Dufferin has said that more native members may be appointed if found 
necessary, but the writer has serious doubts about this. Even if this is 
done at all, more than two other native members will by no means be 
appointed ; so that there can be no doubt that the cause of the natives 
will be very weakly represented. The Commission will not be able to 
interfere with the Covenanted Civil Service: it will only make some 
alterations in the Statutory Civil Service system. But Government 
should rest assured that, until the Covenanted Civil Service system is 
changed, the people will never be satisfied. If it wishes to remove the 
discontent of the people it should abolish the distinction between the Civil 
Service examination in England and that which is held in India. There 
should be one system of competitive examination, and that examination 
should be held in India. It should be provided that, if any Englishman 
wishes to compete, he should come to India and pass the examination 
here. The rule of two-thirds salary should also be abolished. The natives 
are now able to perform the duties of any office; and if European officers 
are at all necessary for any special purpose, rules for appointing them should 
be made in India, and not in England. Those Englishmen who consider 
themselves exceedingly rich if they have an annual income of six thousand 
rupees should no longer be kept here on a salary of three thousand a month. 
Even if the salaries of the Civilians be reduced to one-fourth, the number of 
English officials will not be reduced. 

40. The same paper says that the writer has often to criticise the 
conduct of English officials in the hope 
that Government will take steps to check 
them. But long experience has taught him that it is vain to expect 
that Government will punish English civilians, The only good 
result that is produced by such criticisms is that the people are made 
to know what sort of people these English officials are, and that 
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order to direct the attention of Government to these matters a different 
procedure should be adopted, and that mere writing and speech making 
gill not do. Oppression, such as is practised by English officials in 
this country, 1s to be found everywhere and in every country. The 
peculiarity here is that the oppressors go unpunished. The strange failure 
of justice which takes place in connection with cases in which these 
oppressors are implicated is, according to the writer, a part of the 
policy of English administration in India. The misconduct of officials 
would surely have been punished if it had not been the object 
of Government that the officials should commit oppression, and thereby 
spread the terror of English name. Instead of criticising the conduct of 
an unprincipled Magistrate in connection with a particular case, the people 
should look to the main policy of Government, and try to direct the 
attention of the high officials to it. Itis vain to blame Mr. Newbery 
in connection with the Dance case. People should know that Magis- 
trates like Mr. Newbery are the main pillars of the British administra- 
tion in India. It is because Government believes that it would not 
be able to govern the country without Magistrates like Mr. Newbery, that 
it does not punish them. What the people should do is to try to let 
Government understand that the policy which it bas adopted is bad, 
and that if it continues to follow this policy the peace of the country 
will be destroyed, and at last it will find it difficult to maintain the 
empire. 
‘ 41, In noticing the Resolution appointing the Civil Servica Com- 
ini Oiciadics Waals mission, the Sanjivani, of the 30th October, 
says that it has no faith in it, because first, the 
Conservative party is in power; and secondly, Lord Salisbury, who in 1877 
reduced the standard of age fram 21 to 19 years, is now the leader of the 
Ministry. The only means of larger admission of natives into the Civil 
Service is raising the standard of age. It is therefore the first thing that 
the people should try to see carried into effect. The second thing to which 
the attention of the natives should be directed is the institution of com- 
petitive examination in this country. Many natives do not goto England 
for fear of losing their caste. Endeavour should be made for at least the 
holding of the first examination in this country. Only a very few persons 
care to go to England when the chance of success is so small. If Gov- 
ernment wishes to institute two systems of examination—one for the 
natives, and the other for Englishmen—the people do not want it. 
By this means, a larger number of natives may be admitted into the 
Government service, but the powers and privileges of the two classes 
will never be the same. Those who have passed the Native Oivil 
Service examination will be considered no better than Deputy Magistrates : 
but if the competitive system of examination be opened to all classes, it 
will do great good to the country. By establishing the Statutory Civil 
Service examination, Government has shown that there are many posts in 
the Civil Service the duties of which can be performed by men who are not 
equal to the civilians. It would be better if, instead of keeping a class 
of civilians on two-thirds pay, 7 be included in the class of uncovenanted 
servants. If this proposal be adopted, a good opportunity will be obtained 
for the promotion of those able men who are now in the uncovenanted 
service and whose promotion now greatly depends on official favour. In this 
way much good may be done to the natives without any prejudice to their 
present privileges. 


42. The same paper hears from the Englishman that Government 
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writer does not understand why such a proposal has been made. Bengal 
is an entirely agricultural province ; and it is in Bengal that the establish. 
ment of a regular Agricultural Department is necessary. But Government 
is going to “akelish this Department in order to effect savings. If the 

ction of public expenditure is made in this way, great good will no 
doubt be done to the country. 


48. The same’ paper = be og if uk a ae Chunder 
itter be appointed as the representat: 
Civil Borvice C - sl ay ote of Bengal to the Civil Service Gethiatadon 
and believes that no class of people will object to this appointment. 
44, The Arya Darpan, of the 29th October, hears that His Honor 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s intended the Lieutenant-Governor intends to visit 
visit to Purneah and Doomraon. Purneah and Doomraon on his way back to 
Calcutta. His Honor has been inspecting different places during the 
last four years, but no good has resulted from this. There can be no 
objection to His Honor’s visiting different places, but the regret is that 
the poor people sre ground down to pay the cost of His Honor’s recep. 
tion. The writer also cannot understand the nature of this inspection, 
His Honor goes to a place, holds some communication with the District 
Magistrate and District Judge, and then returns. The information which 
is thus received can as well be communicated by letter. Sir George 
Campbell has shown how inspection should be made. When he went 
to inspect any place he never depended on the statement of the Magis- 
trate and Judge of the district, but used to inspect personally the real 
condition of the place. This kept the district authorities in constant fear of 
being censured, and led them to do their duties diligently. 
45. The Aryapratibhd, of the 30th October, says that the Local 


i is Government system as it has been introduced 


into Bengalis sure to fail. Education and 
other important business will be entrusted in the hands of the Local and 


District Boards. But it is said that the cost will not be given from the 
Provincial funds and that a new tax called ‘ Education Cess” will be 
imposed. The writer advises Government not to impose any new tax, but to 
allow the cost to be taken from the Provincial funds. 


46. In noticing the announcement in the Pioneer with regard to the 
nomination of Mr. John Beames, Commissioner 
of the Burdwan Division, and Mr. R. H. 
Wilson, lately an Officiating Secretary to the 


Bengal Government, as members for Bengal 
on the Civil Service Commission, the Sanjivani, of the 30th October, 


strongly objects to. the nomination of both of them. None of them has 
any sympathy for the people. The Indian Association has sent a telegram 
to His Excellency the Viceroy objecting to the nomination of these 
men. According to the Indian Association, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Beveridge, or 
Mr. Reynolds should be appointed as the official representative for Bengal. 
The writer hopes that His Excellency will not give effect to the nomination 
made by the Government of Bengal, but will am any one of the gentle- 


men nominated by the Indian Association. Everyone in this country has 
confidence in these men. . 


47. The same paper says that the conduct of Mr. rade the 
The Police Superintendent of Dacca, District Magistrate of Rungpore, an Mr. 


Shuttleworth, the Assistant Superintendent of 
Police in that district, in reference to the deer case, is only one example of the 


way in which a Class of European officials behave themseives in this country. 
Cases of oppression practised by these men are cropping up every week. On 
the day succeeding the Biyoyadashami ceremony, as the Police Superintendent 


Members nominated by the Bengal 
Government to sit on the Civil Service 
Commission, 
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of Dacca was driving to the garden of Nawab Ashanoolla, where he was invited 
to dine, he saw that a number of Hindus, with é&holes and kartals in their 
hands, were engaged in a shankurtan procession in the street. As this caused 
some obstruction to his swift driving, the Police Superintendent took up 
his whip with which he beat the crowded Hindus, who fled at once. When 
returning from the garden, the Police Superintendent went to see the 
Moharrum procession. Here also he desired to drive through the crowd ; 
but the Mahomedans opposed him. A scuffle ensued, in which the 
shaheb was forced to save himself by flight. 

48. In noticing the resolution of Government appvinting the 
Civil Service Commission, the Chdru Vartd, 
of the lst November, says that, though it 
has faith in Sir Charles Aitchison, who has been appointed as President, 
it doubts whether any good will be done by the Commission. It may 
be that the natives will -be deprived of what they at present possess. 

49. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 1st November, says that there 
is nothing alarming in the resolution issued by 
Government about the enquiry to be made 
by the Civil Service Commission. Government has entrusted no such 
work to the Commission as will compel it to injure India, It has only 
directed the Commission to enquire how the admission of natives into the 
Civil Service and other departments may be facilitated. It has not been 
said that the Civil Service Examination will be abolished, or that natives 
will not be allowed to appear at that examination. The only offence 
committed by Government is that it has laid stress upon some among 
the subjects of the Commission’s enquiry; but no injury should 
be apprehended from this when the Commission will not be composed 
entirely of Huropeans, and when it wil) make enquiries in an indepen- 
dent manner. Natives should see whether the officials nominated by 
Sir Rivers Thompson as members of the Commission are competent, and 
if incompetent to prevent their appointment as members of the Commission. 
If Government requires advocates on the Commission to protect its 
interests, natives require such advocates much more. Natives should try to 
secure the privilege of appointing such advocates. Natives will derive 
benefit from the Commission if it acts justly, or at least does not show 
those faults at which the English Government has so long winked in the 
administration India. Some.injudiciously ambitious persons are objecting 
to Government’s proposal to exclude natives from some posts. They 
say by acting thus Government will act against the Queen's Pro- 
clamation, and show that natives, though competent, are not in all 
matters to obtain equal privileges with Europeans. However much 
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Englishmen may despise natives, natives believe that they are in no respect 


inferior to Englishmen, but are in some respects superior to them. It is but 
natural that those who believe so will be pained by the above proposal. 
Though Baboo Monmohun Ghose acquitted himself with greater credit in 
the Civil Service Examination than Baboo Satyendro Nath Tagore, 
he could not become successful. After Baboo Behari Lal Gupta and three 
other natives had passed the Civil Service Examination, the authorities 
practically closed the Civil Service to natives. Between 1858 and 1886 not 
more than 12 natives have been able to enter the Civil Service. Those 
natives who have entered the Civil Service have not yet obtained the post 
of Sessions Judge. There is also no hope that they will ever obtain the 
post. The English know that their relations with Indians are unnatural, and 
80 naturally believe that as soon as they entrust natives with high poste 
their dominion will be at an end. Because there is no difference now 
between natives and Englishmen in the Civil Service, Government becomes 
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alarmed whenever an able native enters the service lest it should tye 
compelled to entrust him with any important post. Henceforth if natives are 
excluded from some posts in the Civil Service they will be more largely 
employed in the public service. If natives value ambition and self-respect 
more than wealth and power, they may object to the Civil Service Commis. 
sion; but the writer thinks that natives should now prefer money to 
self-respect. 
50. The Som Prakash, of the lst November, referring to the state. 
English officers for native regi- ment of the Pioneer that an English officer 
ments. will be appointed to each native regiment 
says that it cannot approve of such an arrangement. This will merely 
occasion waste of money. The existing arrangements in the Indian army 
were introduced by Lord Napier of Magdala and Sir Henry Norman, and 
were approved of by Lord Salisbury, Mr. Gladstone, and Lord North- 
brook. The writer commends the opinion of the above statesmen on the 
subject to Sir Frederick Roberts. 


51. The same paper considers those who expect any good from 


the Civil Service Commissio 
The Civil Service Commission. n to be too 


simple. The writer cannot place much faith 
in the Commission, because its faith in the English Government has been 


in some measure shaken. Lord Lytton at first shook that faith by creating 
the Native Civil Service. After Lord Lytton’s statement that the English 
Government has tried its best to prevent the admission of natives into the 
Civil Service, who can place faith in the English Government and rulers 
like Lord Lytton? Lord Lytton had one merit—he was outspoken. Lord 
Dufferin does not express the sentiments of Lord Lytton. which he shares, 
in an outspoken manner like Lord Lytton, but tries to attain similar ends by 
sweet words. For this reason the writer believes that the Civil Service 
Commission has been appointed to delude natives. 
52. ‘The same paper says that the feeling of loyalty is so strong in the 
Natives and the proposed institate Minds of Indians that the sovereign to what- 


to perpetuate the memory of Queen ever race he or she may belong is an object 


Victoria. of adoration to them. Hindus can never 


be backward in celebrating the reign of Queen Victoria. Ifno other 
people can erect a memorial to her, Indians will always cherish her angelic 
image in their hearts. The writer ventures to say that Indians will deeply 
sympathise with the Prince of Wales’ intention.to perpetuate the memory of 
his mother by the establishment of a Victoria Institute. If Indian repre- 
sentatives are sent to the Institute they may make the English public 
acquainted with Indian affairs. The Queen’s promise that no distinction will 
be made between Englishmen and natives has not yet been made good. 
Whenever the Queen summons her Indian children to join in any celebration, 
Indians forget that they are a conquered race, and hope that some new 
privilege will be conferred upon them. In that hope Indians are eager 
to join in the approaching celebration. If that hope is not fulfilled they 
will be exceedingly sorry. There are many grievances of Indians. There 
isthe Arms Act, distinction between natives and Europeans, burden- 
some taxation, undue waste of money, famine and plague. If the Queen 
remove any one of these grievances Indians will know that the Queen 
has sympathy for her subjects. On the occasion of this-celebrafion let 
the Queen redeem her pledge and at least remove the obstacles in the 
way of the admission of natives into the Civil Service. , 
53. The same paper is satisfied with the remarks made by Lord 
Interference with the customs of Dufferin on Mr. Malabari’s petition for - inter 
Hindus by legislation. ference with Hindu customs by legislation. 
Those remarks are worthy of a thoughtful statesman like him. Lord 
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erin has entitled himself to the thanks of the people by preventin 
ag which Mr. Malabari was going to do to Hindu society ¥ his blind 
weal for social reform. It is an ill-advised step on the part of a forei 
Government with different tastes and views to interfere with the customs of 

indus. 
. 54. The same paper " = ho —< ~" Baboo Naryan Chandra 
alii ” attacharjya has been appointed to officiate 
By Poor Gengall Saaae'e as Bengali Tosnslaher to Suscemein for three 
Government. months. Baboo Naryan Chandra is an able 
and educated person. Government will act justly if it permanently 
appoints him to the post. 

55. The Navevibhakar Sddhdrani, of the lst November, does not 
| know for the reserving of how many posts in 
the Covenanted Civil Service orders have been 
passed. Under Lord Lytton only one-sixth of the appointments in the 
Civil Service. was reserved for natives who would be appointed to the 
Native Civil Service. The writer does not think that the proportion 
has been increased this time. Arrangements will be made for the appointment 
of both Indians and foreigners reckoned as natives of India to the above 
proportion of posts. The Covenanted Civil Service will be closed to 
natives. At the same time the number of appointments in the Native 
Civil Service will not be increased. Only a few posts now held by English- 
men will be given to men in the Native Civil Service. But it should be 
remembered that Eurasians and Europeans resident in this country will 
have claim to those posts along with Indians. The writer sees well that 
no arrangements will be made for the benefit of natives as regards 
admission even into the Native Civil Service. How can natives be glad 
under these circumstances? Referring to the recommendation of the 
Bengal Government that a separate Civil Service Examination should 
be held for natives in England, the writer says that when natives 
are to be appointed to the Native Civil Service alone, and when the 
members of the Native Civil Service are to receive only two-thirds of the 
salaries of the members of the Covenanted Civil Service, why should 
those poor men be dragged to England? Justice says that Indians bave 
better claims to the Indian Civil Service than Englishmen. The Civil 
Service examination should be held in India alone. It should be ruled 
that Englishmen shall come to India to appear at the Civil Service ex- 
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amination. Justice also says that it is wrong to provide two sorts of Civil - 


Service—one for natives and another for Englishmen. An inferior Civil 
Service is being created for natives. Yet a recommendation has been made 
that the competitive examination for the Native Civil Service should be held 
in England—a recommendation which, if adopted, will be asource of great 
inconvenience to natives. It is no more necessary to go to England for 
qualifying oneself for the work of Indian administration than lt is necessary 
for one to go to the moon to learn the system of administration in vogue 
on the earth. English experience will not enable one to administer India 
better, Rather Englishmen should be required to come to India to make 
themselves acquainted with Indian affairs before they enter the Civil Service. 
If the object of the English Government had been to improve the admin- 
istration the Civil Service examination would have been held in India, and 
Englishmen would have been required to come to India for appearing at 
the examination. But the English Government is more anxious for the 
protection of the interests of Englishmen than for tho improvement of the 
administration. It is the object of the English Government, to reserve the 
Covenanted Civil Service exclusively for Englishmen. Because it is neces- 
sary to dupe natives, the Native Civil Service bas been created for them. 
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Natives are desirous of going to England to compete for admission into the 
Covenanted Civil Service. The too clever Bengal Government has probably 
recommended that the competitive examination for the Native Civil Service 
should be held in England in order to satisfy this desire of natives for goin 
to England. But it should be remembered that natives are not desirous of 
going to England, and that they go there only for obtaining admission into 
the Civil Service. When the Covenanted Civil Service is being closed t 
natives, no native should consent to go to England for the sake of appoint. 
ment. The sham Civil Service will always be reckoned at its own worth, 
and never be valued like the real Civil Service. Natives have understood 
the object of the Home Government and of the Government of India. The 
English Government will not falfil the desire of natives for entering the 
Covenanted Civil Service. The English Government has no scruples about 
injuring 200 millions of Indians for satisfying Englishmen. But as the 
dissatisfaction of 200 millions of Indians may lead te danger, an inferior 
Civil Service has been created for them, and that Civil Service will be 
improved a little this time. For this reason the Civil Service Commission — 
has been appointed. ‘The writer is astonished at the short-sightedness of 
the Government of India and the Secretary of State. If reduction of 
expenditure had been the object of Government, the salaries of the Cove- 
nanted Civilians would have been reduced. Even if the salaries of the 
Covenanted Civilians are considerebly reduced, there will be no lack of 
Englishmen in the Covenanted Civil Service. If the object of Government 
be to reduce expenditure, let the salaries of the Covenanted Civilians be 
reduced. It is vain to expect to delude Indians by creating a Native Civil 
Service for them. 
56. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson, like Sir Ashley 
Reduction of the expenditure of den, is not in favour of the reduction of the 
Bengal. expenditure of Bengal. He who has to 
suffer inconvenience from an arrangement knows whether it is good or bad. 
Sir Ashley Eden could not introduce reforms for want of funds. Sir Rivers 
Thompson also is unable to introduce reforms for the same reason. Sir | 
Rivers Thompson has repeatedly declared that the expenditure of Bengal is 
not capable of reduction, but that it should rather be increased. He has 
made this declaration in the Viceregal Council as well as in his 
own Council. Both Indians and Anglo-Jndians agree in thinking that the 
expenditure of Bengal should not be reduced. If the Retrenchment 
Committee acts against the wishes of all the inhabitants of Bengal, as well 
as of the Lieutenant-Governor, there will be no limit to the dissatisfaction 
of the people. It is the Provincial Governor that will have to suffer from 
reduction of expenditure. The Committee should not reject his recommen- 
dations. The writer does not expect that Sir Rivers Thompson will recom- 
mend a reduction of the expenditure of Bengal against his settled conviction 
and regardless of the welfare of the people. The writer hopes that he will 
show an independence similar to that shown by him at the time of the 
Ilbert Bill agitation when he opposed the views of the Viceroy and his great 
Councillors. The income of a province should be spent for its own benefit 
alone. If any money is left after supplying all the wants of the province 
it should be laid by. Of course, every province should contribute a fair pro- 
portion of the expenses incurred for the maintenance of the Empire. 
Though many desirable reforms cannot be introduced into Bengal for want 
of funds, the income of Bengal is spent for the benefit of other provinces. 
Though more than 10 crores of the income of Bengal are spent for the 
benefit of other provinces, she has to incur debts for constructing rail- 
ways and excavating canals, and cannot improve the condition of railway’ 
canals, roads, schools, colleges, jails and hospitals, the police and the law 
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courts. Is it not unjust to spend the income of Bengal for the benefit of other 

eovinces ? No such injustice is done in any other part of British dominions. 
Ford Mayo’ scheme for allowing provinces to spend their own income 
has yet. borne no fruit. By the financial contract which is made with 
Local Governments every five years their freedom in the matter of expendi- 
ture has not increased. The Government of India grants only an insuffi- 
cient allotment to Local Governments every five years. The people of 
Bengal deeply feel the injustice of the present arrangement by which 
Bengal is deprived of more than 10 crores of rupees of its income. Not 
Bengalis alone, but Anglo-Indians also will be greatly displeased if the 
expenditure of Bengal is reduced instead of being increased. The Englishman, 
which is the mouth-piece of Anglo-Indians, is protesting against the 
reduction of expenditure. The writer waits to see whether the Retrenchment 
Committee defies public opinion. 


57. The same paper says that it has often pointed out that the state- 
ment of English merchants that India far 
India and the exchange difi- from being injured has been benefited by the 


oe a exchange difficulty is false. Owing to the ex- 
change difficulty India is suffering in every way. Not only is a large sum paid 


through the Secretary of State as exchange rates, but Indians have also to 
suffer on account of the exchange difficulty in commercial transactions. 
Why should not the English merchants, who are benefiting by the difficulty, 
see its advantages P 

58. The same paper says that the object of the provision in the 


Income-tax Act that the income derived by 
The income-tax and lands other than 


saiie zemindars from agriculture should not be 


liable to assessment seems to be to exempt the 
cultivators from taxation. It is not the intention of Government to assess 


the income derived by zemindars from cultivators, for in that case the zemin- 
dars will try to recover the amount paid by them as income-tax from the 
cultivators. On the same ground the income-tax should not be 


assessed upon lands other than arable of the zemindars. For if the tax 
is assessed upon the income derived from them, the zemindars will try to 
recover the amount paid by them as income-tax from ryots occupying 
those lands. In that case those ryots will have to pay income-tax twice, for 
in addition to thus paying the zemindars they will have to pay the income-tax 
if they are liable to it according to law. It will not also be practicable to 
assess the income of lands other than arable, as the zemindars will not be 
able to say what portion of their lands is arable aad what portion not. 
If the income-tax assessors try to ascertain the fact themselves, as much 
money as will be obtained from the collection of the tax will have to be 
spent for the purpose. 
59. The same paper says that there is no native so foolish as not to 
The English Government and the Understand that the English Government has 
exclusion of natives from the Civil adopted many means for the exclusion of 
oe natives from the Civil Service, and that the 
lowering of the standard of age and the creation of the Native Civil Service 
are such means, andthat similar means will again be adopted. The 
cunning Lord Lytton understood that it was vain to expect to delude natives. 
It is evident how honest English policy is, Lord Lytton said in a secret 
memorandum that in order to satisfy natives the English Government had 
been obliged to dupe them. Natives have always known that the generous 
English Government has always duped them. But though natives know 
this they cannot remedy the evil because they are deeply loyal. e 
60. The same paper says that in the first place natives can expect 
Mr. Peacock and the Civil Service little good from the Civil Service Commis- 
Commission. si0n. If, after this, a man like Mr. Beames 
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is appointed member of the Civil Service Commission, natives 


will 
greatly injured. Referring to the statement of the _ Englishman Po 
Mr. Fenesk will be appointed member of the Commission, the writer says 
that he would have been glad if Mr. Cot ton had been appointed member 
of the Commission, but that the appointment of Mr. Peacock is better 
than that of Mr. Beames, for though Mr. Peacock is not so just as Mr, Cotton, 
he is not so hostile to natives as Mr. Beames. Natives will be somewhat 
reassured by the appointment of Mr, Peacock, in whom they have some 


faith, as a member of tne Commission. 


61. The same paper says that when the dwelling-houses, garden- 


ix, itis st ie houses, tanks, &c., of men who are not 


upon the dwelling-houses, garden- zemindars will be subjected to the income-tax, 


those properties of zemindars should not be 
exempted from the tax. 


62. The Grdémbdsi, of the lst November, is glad to hear that His 


‘ia initial ah tea eta. Excellency the Viceroy has rejected Mr. Mala- 


bari’s proposal for legislative interference 
with the social system of the Hindus. Social evils should be remedied by 


the society itself, and not by the interference of the State. 
63. The same paper is sorry to hear that the Hindus of Allahabad have 
Quarrel between the Hindus and adopted a resolution to cut off all connec. | 
the Mahomedans. tion with the Mahomedans. This resolution 
is extremely reprehensible. The leaders of both the communities should act 
in such a manner as to produce harmony between them. 


64. The same paper strongly disapproves of the conduct of Baboo 
Baboo Nabin Krishna Banerjee, the Nabin Krishna Banerjee, the Sub-divisional 
Bub-divisional Officer of Uluberia. Officer of Uluberia. Nabin Baboo has contract- 
ed great friendship with the local zemindars and rich people, and even with 


some of the pleaders and mukhtears of his Court. The belief of the ryots — 
and the poor people of the place is that they have no means of getting any 
redress of their grievances because the zemindars are intimate friends of 


the Deputy Magistrate. The complainants have also reason to 
suppose that they have no expectation of success when the opposite party is 
represented by those pleaders who are on friendly terms with the Deputy 
Magistrate. Besides this, the manner in which Nabin Baboo sent Baboo 

Fokir Chundra Chatterjee to jail, in which he brought Baboo Ram Nath | 
Bag of Dingakhola to trial, and the manner in which he decided the case 
of Ram Ray of Rashpore is grossly unjust. He has been reproved by the 
District Judge of Hooghly for the way in which he decided those cases. His 
conduct in relation toSree Nath Ghose’s case, and his inability to duly 
poe the duties of the Local Board, have made him exceeding unpopular. 


n conclusion, the writer requests His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to 
remove him from Uluberia. 


65. A correspondent of the Daénik, of the lst November, says that 


. oe onthe occasion of the anniversary of the 
religious tectiere ‘Ue “ivilians in Dharma Sabha at Ruogpore, application was 


made to the District Superintendent of 


- Police for a license to hold a procession through the streets. As the Police 


Superintendent gave no answer, an application was made 0 
Mr. Newbery, the District Magistrate. On receiving the application, the 
Magistrate ridiculed Bengalis by words and by gestures, and signed 
the pass, and sent it to the Police for information. The Magistrate also 
gave direction to the Police that if any assembly should take place ab 3 
distance of more than ten yards from the meeting house, it should arrest 


(oy. 


the members. After this an application was made for a copy of the application 
for license which they had forwarded to the Magistrate, and of the seller 
which the Magistrate had passed in reference toit. Fearing lest an appeal 
should be made against his orders, he returned the application, writing some- 
thing on 1ts back to the effect that the copy could be given because the original 
application was not in the file. On another occasion when a Sankeertan 
procession was passing through a street far removed from the English quarter, 
Mr. Shuttleworth, with two constables with bim, made their way through 
the procession. Afterwards it became known that, before the time of the 
Shankeertan procession, Mr. Shuttleworth, the Assistant Police Superin- 
tendent, had for some time dwelt in a hired house belonging to a 
Mahomedan Zemindar, and that the quarter was therefore regarded by him 
as an English quarter. When the procession of the Dkarma Sabha passed 
through the streets of Nawabgunge, Mr. Shuttleworth ordered the old 
Nazir of the Judge’s Court to leave the crowd. As an officer of 
Government he could not disobey the orders of the Assistant Police 


Superintendent, and was therefore forced to withdraw from the Sankeertan 
procession. 


66. The Dacca Gazette, of the 1st November, says that the recent 


: riots at Etawah, Delhi, and Hoshenpore could 
pouarrel between the Hindus and the never have taken place if the authorities had 
taken proper precautions. 


67. The same paper says that, from studying the Administration 
Report of the Dacca Division for 1885-86, one 


Administration Report of the Dacca 


eiceien ber tae would be led to believe that the people are 


enjoying profound peace and tranquillity, and 
that there is neither want nor discontent anywhere ; but those who have 


the experience of living under British rule will never venture to substantiate 
the truth of such statements. Last year the Furreedpore district yielded 
16-anna crops, and the yield in Mymensingh and Backergunge was also 


considerable. But the yield in Dacca was not sufficient. The price 
of rice last year was as high as it wasin previons years. The Adminis- 
tration Report says that the cultivators of Hast Bengal, and specially those of 
Backergunge and Furreedpore, have grown wealthy. Many of them use 
tin sheets for covering the roofs of their houses, and have big 
bungalows in their outer apartments. The cultivators of East Bengal may 
be better than those of Behar, but this does not imply that 
they are wealthy. Mahomedans have a liking for primary education, 
but not for high education. The writer is sorry to see that no mention has 
been made in the report of the good services which the municipalities have 
rendered to the country. Owing to a sense of duty, the newspapers are 
sometimes under the painful necessity of severely criticising the misconduct 
of the officials, and they are therefore looked upon by the officials with an 
unfriendly eye. The report states that there are seven newspapers in 
the Dacca division, but none of them enjoys any popularity, nor has any of 
them a large number of subscribers. The readers are the best 
judges as to whether any newspaper enjoys popularity; and it is difficult 
to know what number of subscribers is considered by the officials to be 
sufficient. 


68. ‘The same paper is glad to learn, that Mr. Wyer, the permanent 

Mr. Manisty, the Officiating Magis- . Magistrate of Dacca, is coming back to take 

trate of Dacca, | charge of the district from Mr. Manisty, who 

officiated for him during his absence. Mr. Manisty has, during the short 

time of his office, incurred unpopularity by the haughty display of bis magis- 
terial powers. erat [as 
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69. The same paper says that the Postal authorities of Dacea 
eiteik cine Kaas have issued a notice to the effect that Indian 
~— postal notes will no longer be sold. But as 
many people think it inconvenient to pay two annas as commission for the 
remittance of small sums, the writer requests the Postal authorities to devise 
some cheaper mode of transmitting small sums of money. It will be ye 
convenient for the people if one anna be fixed as commission for se 
all sums of money not exceeding Rs. 5. The writer hopes that. Gover 
will see its way to make this arrangement. 


nding 
Oment 


70. The same paper says that on the day of the Béijoyadasham; 
The Bijoyadashami procession at ceremony the Magistrate of Dacca gave orders 
Dacca, _ tothe police not to allow the boats Carryin 
the images to come near the embankment. Agreeably to this order, the 
constables threw brickbats at the boats which came near the embank. 
ment. 


71. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 2nd November, says that there 
is sufficient reason why it cannot put 
any faith in the Civil Service Commission 
which is going to be appointed by Government. If the history of the Civil 
Service be traced to its beginning, it will be found that at first no one could 
enter it without the favour of the Court of Directors. The admission of 
the natives into the Civil Service dates from the institution of the competitive 
system of examination, but then their number was very small. The result 
of the agitation on this subject, which was set on foot in 1876, was that the 
State scholarships, which had been created for the natives, were abolished. 
But as the natives still continued to compete for the Civil Service Examinz- 
tion, an obstacle was thrown in their way by lowering the standard of age 
from 21 to 19 years. Then, again, during the administration of Lord 
Lytton a Civil Service was created for the natives under which their powers 
and privileges became much less than those of the English Civilians. Judging 
from these circumstances, it will appear that Government is by no means 
disposed to grant the natives their just privileges. Ifthe assurances which 
Her Majesty gave in Her Proclamation of 1858 be compared with the 
policy which the rulers have actually adopted, there will be no ground left 
for supposing that the English will forget their own interests and facilitate 
the admission of the natives into the Civil Service. The writer thinks that 
the Civil Service question is one which Parliament alone is competent 
to deal with. He therefore does not understand why the Government of 
India should appoint any Commission on the subject. 


The Civil Service Commission. 


72. The same paper is glad to learn that His Excellency the Viceroy 


en rer has declined to give effect to Mr. Malabaris 


proposal of State interference with the social 
system of the Hindus by legislative enactments. : 


73. The Dainik, of the 2nd November, says that Government is 


, _ always anxious to gain the affection of the 
wee aor mem seems be conferring new titles upon them. 
But the stock of titles has already been 

exhausted, and Government has therefore created a new order of distinction 
called * Order of the Distinguished Service ” which is to be conferred upon 
those who will be able to gain the special favour of Government by serving it 
with ability. As regards precedence it will be next to the order of the 


‘Companion of the Indian Empire.” To those who are hankering for titles 
this will be an excellent opportunity. 
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74. The same paper pow py Englishman newspaper that the 
wee roe object of Government in appointing the Public 
es renee Service Commission is the gent of public 
expenditure. This may be true but it has not been mentioned in the 
Resolution of Government. Those who are acquainted with the true object 
of the Commission should give it out without any reserve. Government also 
should not conceal its own object from the people. It is gradually 
incurring the displeasure of the people by constantly keeping its objects 
secret. ‘They too are disposed to attribute everything which Government 
does, even for their welfare, to some evil motive. The officials, on the other 
hand, get mortified at the unjust imputations made by the people, and 
are disposed to believe that they are growing unruly. The writer there- 
fore entreats Government to become open and straightforward in its 
dealing with its subjects, and thinks that because Government does not act 
in this way discontent is gradually spreading among the people. It 
was. better for Government to lay before the public its object for appointing 
the Public Service Commission. But the manner in which the Commission 
is going to be appointed has raised grave suspicions in the minds of the 
people. If reduction of expenditure were the object of the Commission, 
the English Civil Service system should have been first interfered with. 
In no department under Government, excepting the Military service, 
is 80 much money unnecessarily spent as in the the Civil Service. Under 
no other Government are servants so highly paid as the civilians under the 
Government of India, and it excites at once the feelings of grief and laughter 


to hear that Government will not at all interfere with the European section 
of the Civil Service. 


75. The Datnik, of the 3rd November, has not yet been able to 
| know whether the import duties on pieee goods 
ae © Manchester piece- jmported from Manchester will be re-imposed or 


not. The writer cannot say that there imposi- 
tion will be unjust. Government has acted wisely if it has proposed the re- 


imposition of these duties in these days of financial difficulty. At the present 
moment no indulgence should be granted to Manchester merchants on the 
principle of free trade. ‘The writer asks the Secretary of State to carry out 
the proposal against the opposition of the merchant class. They are a 
very strong body, and their attitude has alarmed the writer. 


76. The same paper hears that the Finance Committee has recom- 

is Seis fc. mended a reduction of ten per cent. of the 

salaries of the officers in the State Railway. 

It is highly unjust that those who receive Rs. 10 and those who receive 

Rs. 1,000 a month should suffer a reduction in their salaries at the same 

rate. The writer is almost sure that the just recommendation of the Chief 

Commissioner of Burmah will not be accepted by Government. The nature 
of Englishmen cannot be changed. 


77. The same paper says that none but the natives and some 
lalln nis ik alk, kind-hearted Englishmen who are interested 
in their welfare, can understand under what 

heavy burdens they are labouring. It is nearly a century and a half 
that India has come under the administration of the English, and it 
18 Impossible to mention the various miseries which the Indians have 
suffered during this period. They have suffered very greatly under the 
administration of unjust, selfish, and narrowminded rulers from the 
cruel Warren Hastings down to the heartless Lord Lytton. Mothers 
have been deprived of their children, and wives’ of their husband, 
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wars and famines have become very frequent, causing immese suffering {, 
the people. People will never forget the cruelty of Hastings, the annexation 
olicy of Dalhousie, the Arms Act of Lytton, and the Burmese war of Lord 
afferin, The Indians are extremely patient, and so they have suffered 
all this; and they are prepared to suffer as long as they can. But it jg 
inst the law of nature that one nation shall trample anotber under foot 
forever. The English boast that they are a just and civilized nation, 
and that they are Christians; but their policy is highly unjust and 
selfish. In the interest of the British nation the writer urges that they 
should relieve India from the burden under which it is labouring. 

98, The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 4th November, says that the 
Public Service Commission has been ap. 
pointed solely for the purpose of diverting 
the public attention. Jail Commission, Rail Commission, Salary Commis. 
sion, Famine Commission, Malaria Commission, Excise Commission, Arm 
Commission, and many other Commissions were appointed in this country 
with the same object of amusing the public. In every case people asked 
for bread, but received astone in return. The present Commission too 
will produce similar result. 

79. The Datnik, of the 4th November, hears that Mr. Justice 
3 Romesh Chandra Mitter and Mr. Gibbons 
of Bettiah will be the non-official members of 
the proposed Public Service Commission. Nothing requires to be said about 
the independent spirit of Mr. Justice Mitter, but the writer doubts whether 
any good will result from his public spirit on this occasion. The writer does 
not know anything about the independent spirit of Mr. Gibbons. 
80. The same paper says that disorder has occurred in Afghanistan 
Return of the Boundary Commis. a8 800n as the Boundary Commission has set 
sion. its foot in Cabul. The Andery and Topi 
tribes have rebelled, and the Hajras have also joined them. The famous 
Mushk Allam is their leader. The writer does not know anything as to the 
cause of this rebellion. This is the condition of Cabul. In India, Government 
is so much afraid of Dhuleep Singh that it is sending all the Sheiks away 
from the Punjab to Burmah, fearing lest they should join Dhuleep on his 


arrival in India. The native soldiers of Madras and other places are being 
sent to the Punjab. 


The Public Service Commission. 


_ The Public Service Commission. 


III.—LegaGisLattve. 


81. The Bhdratbdst, of the 30th October, says that the rule about 

The Coolie Emigration Act and the the fixing of the amount of work to be done 
death of contin owing to the dupest- by coolies by plaaters is leading to their 
we EST LEST EEO” Aeath. Since the increase of the amount 
of work to be done by coolies in 1882, the rate of mortality 
among coolies has increased. Every intelligent man will conclude from 
this that the increase of the rate of mortality among coolies is due to the 
imposition of unduly heavy work upon them. It is true that a man’ 
health is not injured by heavy work if he obtains sufficient food to repair 
the waste of his physical system produced by labour; but there is a limit to 
the power of the system of repairing waste produced by labour. Relaxa- 
tion of muscles, lacklustre eyes, and a pale face are the indications of heavy 
work. In every coolie one sees such indications of heavy work. The coolies 
do not obtain sufficient food. The monthly wages of male coolies amount 
to Rs. 5 and of female coolies to Rs, 4; but few coolies obtain full wage: 
If the price of rice per maund be Rs. 3, the coolies cannot under these 
circumstances obtain sufficient food. Is not the Coolie Emigration Act 
under these circumstances a cause of the deaths of the coolies? Instead 
of legislating, as it should for saving the lives of the people, Government has 
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Jegislated for causing their death. When will this reproach of English 
administration be wiped away P 
82. The Navavtbhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 1st November, says that it 
Act XIII of 1859 and the Coolie has often pointed out that Act XIII of 1859 
Emigration, Act of 1882. was not intended for plantations, and that 
the officials have done wrong in applying the above Act to them. 
The writer wants that the Act should no longer be so applied. The 
officials in Assam are of the same opinion. But friends of the planters 
like the Hvghshman have always supported that Act, and condemned 
the Coolie Emigration Act of 1882; but the writer now sees that the 
Englishman does not want the complete repeal of the Coolie Emigration 
Act of 1882. But this is not due to a desire for doing good to 
coolies but to the planters. Tne Act of 1882 imposes obligations 
not only on the coolies, but also on the planters. But Act XIII 
of 1859 imposes obligations upon the labourers alone and: not upon 
theiremployers. [sit net for this reason that. the planters are more in 
favour of the Act of 1859? It is better that the Coolie Emigration 
Act should be entirely repealed than that it should be kept with the 
onission of the provisions imposing -obligations upon the planters. 
No respectable man can approve of a law which imposes obligations 
only upon the weak and not upon the strong. The writer holds views 
diametrically opposite to those of the Znglishman on the subject of the 
amendment of the Coolie Act of 1882. It desires that the obligations 
imposed upon the strong should be retained, while those imposed upon the 
weak should be removed. ‘Tie writer thinks that it will be sufficient if only 
the coolies are made subject to civil law instead of criminal law for breach of 
contract. The Contract Act is sutficient to protect the interests of planters. 
The writer has often pointed out that Act XIII of 1859, which was passed 
for keeping the labourers in towns in due check, should not have been kept 
after the passing of the Contract .Act. Section 492 of the Penal Code and 
not Act XIII of 1859 provides for the punishment for the breach of contract 
by labourers who have been taken to distant places at the cost of their 
employers. Still Act XIII of 1859 are being applied to plantations. Act 
XIIT of 1859, which was never intended for tea-plantations, should not be 
retained for the benefit of planters. Ifthe officials have deliberately kept the 
Act they have done a great wrong. The Englishman recommends the 
repeal of Act XIII of 1859 on behalf of the planters. The writer 
recommends its repeal on behalf of the coolies. Under these circumstances, 
there can be no objection to the repeal of the Act. The writer will never 
consent to the repeal of these provisions in the Coolie Emigration Act 
of 1882, which impose obligations upon planters, but will fight hard for 
the repeal of those provisions which afford facilities for oppression to planters, 
Planters should have no more hold upon the coolies than that which is 
furnished by the Contract Act, Though the writer is not a friend of 
oppressors of the poor like Gibbons, yet he cannot tolerate the retrial of 


a prisoner, however guilty he may be, who has been acquitted by the Jury, 


The writer desires that there should be appeal from every court not 

excepting a divisional bench of the High Court, an appeal from which 

should lie to a full bench of that Court. In short, the writer 1s hostile to 

Injustice and oppression and has no undue partiality for either natives 
or Kuropeans, ee ’ 
_IV.—-Native 8ratszs. ee 

88. The Som Prakdsh, of the lst November, says that the old 

. Maharajah of Cashmere at the time of his 

iZesignation af Baboo Nilambar death gave to his son the instruction that 

Ba a ass he should always act according to the advice 
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of Baboo Nilambar Mukhurjee. The present Maharaiah also began 
on his accession to the throne, to act according to his father’s 
dying instruction. But the Anglo-Indian editors could _not brook the 
idea that the néw Maharajah should be solely guided by Nilambar 
Baboo in bringing about the administrative reforms of his State. The 
subordinate officers, too, availed themselves of this opportunity of prejudicin 
the Maharajah against Nilambar Baboo; and they were assisted in their 
endeavours by the followers of the Maharajah. But the young Maharajah 
did not for a long time forget the instruction of his father; but tried his 
best to carry out administrative reforms according to Nilambar Baboo’s 
advice. A vast sum of money was spent on the occasion of the Sraddhg 
ceremony of the late Maharajah and the installation of the young 
Maharajah on the throne. At this time it was found out that the late 
Maharajah died heavily in debts, and many of the creditors brought forth 
their por for money in excess of what was really due to them. In 
liquidating these exaggerated debts the young Maharajah did not abide 
by the advice of Nilambar Baboo. Nilambar Baboo gradually incurred 
the displeasure of the Anglo-Indian editors, some of whom urged his 
removal, while others tried to inspire the Maharajah with fear. It became 
an eye-sore to the Anglo-Indians that a hated Bengali should have the 
honour of becoming the Finance Minister of a State as large as France. 
The wicked subordinate officers of the State rose against Nilambar Baboo. 
The Maharajah himself became disgusted at last; and under these cir- 
—" Nilambar Baboo wisely tendered his resignation, which was 
accepted. 
84. The Charu Vartd, of the 1st November, says that the eye-sore 
of the Anglo-Indians has at last been cured. 
weresienation of Baboo Nilambar Nilambar Baboo has resigned his appointment 
nee and has returned home, The Anglo-Indians 
are looking upon Cashmere as their prey. Nilambar Baboo is no longer 
her guide. Who can say what is awaiting for Cashmere ? 


V.—PRosPECcTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PE)PLE. 


85. The Silchar, of the 28th October, says that almost all the 


il tie crops of Cachar have been destroyed by 

three successive floods this year. What 
remained is being scorched by the rays of the sun. Jagat Bandhu Baboo 
and Prokash Baboo, both of whom were sent to inspect the place, have 
personally witnessed the suffering of the people. But though they have 
admitted that the people have been suffering extremely, yet more thad 
a rupee has not been given in aid. It will be a great help to 
sg a if the Deputy Commissioner sends some substantial aid 
to them. | 


86. The Grémbdsi, of the 1st November, is sorry to hear that Khulna, 


Flood of Rupoarayan. Jeypore, Kooiia, Bhattora, Jhikhira, and 


eee other villages lying within the local limits of 
the jurisdiction of thanas Amta and Bagnan were submerged by the floods 


of the Rupnarayan. Such events take place every year, and the people 


have to suffer a great deal therefor. Will Government take no step to 
prevent the repetition of such occurrences? _ 


Urniya Papers. 


87. The death of the Revd. J. Buckley, p.v., a Baptist Missionary of 


the Cuttack station, is mourned by all the 
cane iste Bevd. Mr. Buckley of paners of Orissa, The Sebaka has devoted 


| several columns to a careful account of his 
life and work. 


( 36-9 


§8, The Utkal Diptka points out that the proposal of instituting @ 


: civil suit against the Rani of Puri with the 
bi temp ra aa wet object of taking the management of the temple 


i{ the Rani of Pari. of Jaganath out of her hands is exciting great 


oe : interest among the people of Orissa. It 
‘nvites the opinion of the public on the subject. | 


89, Referring to the use of text-books in the vernacular schools of 


_ Orissa, the same paper saggests that attempts 
Vernacular text-books for echools in| should be made to edit and publish select 


sage passages from the classical authors in the 
Uriya language. 
90. In along article on the municipal schools of the Cuttack Muni- 


7 cipality, the same paper suggests that it will 
nm ee Gua grade be far better and more useful to establish an 
ogee art school and a higher grade vernacular 
school than to have too many primary schools, which the rate-payers do not 
stand in great need of, and which they can well afford to maintain without 
the aid of the Municipality. 
91. The same paper highly approves of the establishment of a Munsif’s 
cutcherry at Kendrapara, which will, in ite 
A Munsifs cutcherry at Kendra- pinion, bring great relief to the suitors of 
an that sub-division, who will not henceforward 
be required to undergo troubles and incur expense in their journey to 
district head-quarters. 
92. The same paper strongly advocates the creation of a new centre 
of examination at Cuttack for candidates for 
The holding of the Subordinate Exe- the Subordinate Executive Service, and invites 
cutive Service Examination at Cuttack. 
a large number of them to present themselves 
at that centre as soon as practicable. 
93. The same paper learns that passengers from Outtack to Chandbally 
Navigation from Cuttack to Chand. and vice versed are put to great inconvenience 
my: for want of sufficient water in the canal. It 


therefore advises the authorities to close navigation so long as the canals are 
not made navigable. 
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